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PART A 
Read the sentences below and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each 

gap. Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet. Each question is worth one 

mark. 

 

1. Our teacher told us to wear goggles when doing the science ….. 

A experiment B pollution C substance D source 

 

2. In social studies we have been learning about the civilizations of ….. Greece 

and Rome. 

A chemical B industrial C ancient D mental 

 

3. The ….. of living in the city is that there are many things to see and do. 

A effect B advantage C operation D impression 

 

4. The team arrived late and had to ….. the game. 

A apprehend B forfeit C prevail D procure 

 

5. When Tom moved to Texas from London it took him several months to ….. to 

living there. 

A accord B adjourn C adapt D acknowledge 

 

6. I was ….. in sweat by the time the soccer game ended. 

A entangled B drenched C drained D smeared 

 

7. Students need to ….. by school rules. Otherwise they may get expelled. 

A abide B bring out C hold over D pick out 

 



PART B 

Read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap. 

There is an example at the beginning (0). Mark your answers on the separate 

answer sheet. Each question is worth one mark. 

 

Example: 
0  A was   B be  C being D been 

Food of the Gods 

People have (0) ........................ drinking cocoa for more than 2000 years! The 

Mayan Indians in Mexico were the first to discover the value of this delicious bean. 

However, in 1528, a Spanish explorer (8)......................... chocolate from the Aztecs in 

America to Europe. At first it was drunk only (9) ....................... the rich, but by the 

end of the seventeenth century, chocolate houses (10) ..................... just as popular 

as coffee houses. 

 

It is hard to (11) ........................ that chocolate as a food did not exist 

(12) ..................... the nineteenth century. This is when confectioners discovered that 

cocoa mass, cocoa butter and sugar could be combined to make solid eating 

chocolate. (13) .................... its appearance, though, it has become the most 

popular food in the world! In (14) ...................... , most people claim it is their favorite 

food. 

 

The word chocolate comes (15) ........................ the Aztec word ‘xocolatl’, which 

means bitter water. It has many health benefits and many people say it 

(16) ........................ them feel better when they eat it. This is not surprising, as 

chocolate contains a substance called tryptophan, (17) ......................... helps your 

body create serotonin, a substance that makes you happy. 

 

8. A got   B brought  C took  D went 

9. A by   B from  C with  D to 

10. A made   B came  C was   D became 

11. A believe   B expect  C think  D guess 

12. A until   B from  C since  D by 

13. A Until   B Since  C By   D From 

14. A opinion   B real   C fact  D actually 

15. A by   B to   C of   D from 

16. A does   B makes  C forces  D lets 

17. A who   B where  C which  D when 

  



Read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap. 

There is an example at the beginning (0). Mark your answers on the separate 

answer sheet. Each question is worth one mark. 
 

Example: 

0  A gaining  B reaching  C joining  D getting 
 

The plastic bottle boat 

By the age of 30, David Rothschild had already explored a remote jungle in 

Ecuador and succeeded in (0) ..... both the North and South Poles! During his 

expeditions, he became aware of the serious (18) ..... of pollution and global 

warming, and after reading a report about the huge (19) ..... of waste plastic 

floating around the world’s oceans, he decided to do something to (20) ..... 

people’s attention to the problem. 

 

Rothschild (21) ..... up with the idea of crossing the Pacific Ocean in a special boat. 

The boat that (22) ..... off from the USA in March 2010 was made almost entirely out 

of recycled plastic bottles and everything was (23) ..... together with a sticky, 

organic glue. On the Plastiki, as the boat was called, solar panels and wind turbines 

(24) ..... electricity to the crew. 

 

(25) ..... the unusual materials used in its construction, at various (26) ..... in the 

journey to Sydney in Australia the Plastiki managed to (27) ..... extreme weather 

conditions. Along the (28) ..... , Rothschild and his crew did stop at Pacific islands to 

buy fresh food but at the end of their 16,000-kilometre voyage in Sydney, they said 

they were happy to be back to living on dry land. Their hope is that the Plastiki will 

(29) ..... other people to think seriously about re-using waste materials. 

 

18. A products  B changes  C reactions  D effects 

19. A amount  B rate   C measure  D number 

20. A pull   B carry  C draw  D move 

21. A caught   B came  C kept  D put 

22. A set   B ran   C pulled  D rode 

23. A tied   B included  C held  D combined 

24. A offered   B supplied  C dealt  D produced 

25. A Whereas  B However  C Although  D Despite 

26. A stages   B levels  C parts  D turns 

27. A maintain  B last   C survive  D live 

28. A path   B line   C course  D way 

29. A raise   B inspire  C produce  D impress 



PART C 

Read the text and the questions below. For each question, mark the correct letter A, 

B, C or D on the separate answer sheet. Each question is worth one mark. 

 

Life in a new country 

by Anthony Montorio 

 

Last year, my family and I moved from Naples to Los Angeles. It was a huge change 

in our lives, perhaps bigger than we had imagined it would be. At first, I wasn’t sure 

what to expect. The only thing I knew about the US was what I had seen in films. But 

after being here for a year, I realize that it’s a very different place to Naples. 

 

For a start, the schools are different. In Italy, schools are big but in America they’re 

huge! There are more than a thousand students at my school and during breaks it 

feels as if I’m walking around in a crowded city. 

 

Another difference is the amount of space there is in LA. The streets are wider and 

the houses are bigger. Here we have a front and back garden, but in Italy most 

people live in apartments. Also, in the suburbs in LA you don’t see people on the 

street that much. People are either in their cars or on their bikes. This is 

understandable as the distances are quite big. I, too, have been riding everywhere, 

as it would take ages to walk. 

 

Next year I’ll be able to get my driver’s license. I’m only 15 but in America you can 

get a license at 16! In Italy, I would have to be at least 18 to get my license and in 

fact most people don’t get one until they’re in their 20s! This year I’ve been having 

driving lessons at school - something that would never happen in Italy. 

 

There is no doubt that LA is a very different place to Naples. LA is a big city and the 

distances are great. I’m looking forward to next year when I can get a car and 

explore other parts of this enormous city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

30. What is Anthony Montorio doing in the text? 

A  Giving advice to people thinking about moving to LA. 

B  Describing differences between life in LA and life in Naples. 

C  Explaining why he prefers LA to Naples. 

D  Complaining about his new life in LA. 

 

31. What does Anthony say about his school in LA? 

A  There are more students than in his school in Italy. 

B  It is in a crowded part of the city. 

C  It doesn’t have as many students as his school in Italy. 

D  It is as big as his school in Italy. 

 

32. What does Anthony say about where people live in LA? 

A  The streets are wide and full of people. 

B  Everybody rides their bike everywhere. 

C  Most people live in large apartments. 

D  The houses have a lot of space inside and out. 

 

33. What is Anthony’s attitude towards getting a driver’s license in LA? 

A  He thinks that 16 is too young to get a driver’s license. 

B  He thinks that students shouldn’t have to learn to drive at school. 

C  He’s happy about being able to learn to drive at 15. 

D  He thinks people should wait until they’re in their 20s to drive. 

 

34. What might Anthony say to his friends back in Italy? 

A  You would love the freedom young people have in LA. 

B  LA is a very large city but it’s easy to see it by bike. 

C  Life is better in Italy than it is in LA. 

D  Life in LA is different to life in Italy, but I like it here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



You are going to read a magazine article about the film actor Jamie Bell. Choose 

the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text. Mark your 

answers on the separate answer sheet. Each question is worth two marks. 

 

Jamie Bell: This boy’s life 
 

Jamie Bell recalls his first cinematic 

experience. ‘It was Jurassic Park,' he 

says. ‘l was eight years old and amazed 

because, you know - dinosaurs! They 

seemed so real! At the end of the film, it 

said: "Directed by Steven Spielberg" 

and I thought: "I’m going to remember 

that name - he’s really impressed me.”’ 

 

Now 24, Jamie has finally got to work 

with Spielberg on the director’s latest 

project. ‘If you'd told that kid watching 

those dinosaurs: "You’re going to work 

with him one day …”’ He shakes his 

head. ‘Incredible!’ So how did it 

happen? At 14 years old, Jamie played 

the title role in Billy Elliot, a hugely 

successful film about a young ballet 

dancer. Most child stars prefer to 

distance themselves from their early 

work as they grow up, but not Jamie; ‘It 

wasn’t really acting to me. My real life 

at that time was a bit like that of the 

boy l was playing, so the awards I won 

didn’t feel like an achievement. The 

achievement was getting the role.’ 

 

Billy Elliot includes a part where the boy 

leaves home; something Jamie has 

done plenty of. ‘I don’t know where my 

home is. It moves with me from one job 

to the next. I’ll always feel a strong tie to 

my childhood neighborhood, but I 

haven’t yet created my own place, 

which is what you start doing as a 

young adult.' Throughout his teens he 

made movies in exotic locations. It was 

romantic and exciting, jetting off to 

pretend to be someone else. But the 

adventure wore thin. ‘It got frustrating, 

because eventually you want to put 

down some roots and feel like: this is my 

place.' 

He currently lives in Los Angeles; his own 

choice. ‘It wasn’t new. I’d been 

coming here since l was tiny. It’s a film 

industry town, which I’m comfortable 

with.' When not making movies he 

explores the coast, plays computer 

games or walks his dog. It seems 

perfect for Jamie - a city where almost 

everyone is in the same business. Jamie 

is a keen supporter of British football 

club Arsenal, which might suggest a 

family tradition. But according to Jamie, 

he first got interested in football 

because he wanted to be accepted 

at school. ‘As a dancer, I had no idea 

about football, so l bought a football 

sticker book, and studied every page. 

Then l asked my mum to get me a 

football shirt, and she bought a red 

Arsenal one, so that was it’. It didn’t 

occur to him to simply pick the local 

team. If there was ever an obvious path 

to follow, Jamie avoided it, although he 

says he is now a proper fan. 

 

Jamie has worked with world-famous 

directors in his career. His films have all 

been well received, and he no longer 

has to audition. The mere suggestion, 

however, that life has been easy makes 

him bristle, and it’s obvious this is an 

accusation he won’t accept. ‘It’s not 

like l just walk into a room and someone 

gives me a job,’ he says. ‘Everything is a 

battle. Dancing was hard work, and 

then after Billy Elliot, I was suddenly an 

actor, but I didn't have a clue. Things 

didn’t come easy.'  

 

So when will Jamie move from 

portraying boys to men? He knows he 

appears boyish, and he embraces it. ‘I 

think it's great - I get to extend my 



childhood!' he says. ‘I can’t play school 

kids any more, but I find young people 

interesting to play. Their energy is 

unmatched and their emotions are 

intense.' Jamie is not short of energy 

himself. Despite so many movies, he 

calls himself lazy. ‘l should be more 

motivated to do things,' he claims. And 

yet he does a lot, including screen 

writing in his spare time. If he wasn't 

doing interviews, that’s what he’d be 

doing today. He describes it as 'play’ 

rather than work, but clearly he takes 

'play' seriously. It seems inevitable that 

he’ll move into directing eventually. 

He’s only just getting started.

 

 

35. Jamie mentions his first visit to the cinema because 

A  the film had such a strong impact on him. 

B  he was so frightened by the film. 

C  it was when he decided he’d like to act. 

D  it was the beginning of his interest in dinosaurs. 

 

36. In the second paragraph, we learn that 

A  Jamie’s own life was the basis for the Billy Elliot story. 

B  Jamie worked with Spielberg when he was still a child. 

C  Jamie is still happy to acknowledge the Billy Elliot film. 

D  Jamie has a lot in common with other young actors. 

 

37. What is meant by the expression 'the adventure wore thin'? 

A Jamie was no longer enjoying the constant travelling. 

B  Jamie had been to all the places he wanted to see. 

C  Jamie got tired of pretending to be other people. 

D  Jamie started to miss his family after a while. 

 

38. The writer thinks Jamie is content in Los Angeles because 

A  it’s a city he already knew quite well. 

B  it’s a pleasant city to live in. 

C  there’s plenty to do when he’s not working. 

D  many people who live there are similar to him. 

 

39. Jamie first got interested in football 

A  because all his friends supported Arsenal. 

B  to help him fit in more with his classmates. 

C  because he was given a famous team’s shirt. 

D  to have a chance of being chosen for a local club. 

 

40. The word ‘bristle’ tells us that Jamie 

A  fails to understand the writer’s opinion. 

B  feels offended by the writer‘s opinion. 

C is amused by the writer’s opinion. 

D  agrees with the writer’s opinion. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

41. What do we learn about Jamie in the final paragraph? 

A  He looks younger than he really is. 

B  He enjoys recreating his own childhood in films. 

C  He feels he has had to grow up too quickly. 

D  He’s finding it difficult to get work now he’s older. 

 

42. In the final paragraph, it’s clear that the writer 

A  believes Jamie would be better at directing than acting. 

B  wishes Jamie could give more time to the interview. 

C  admires the fact that Jamie works hard. 

D  thinks Jamie takes his job too seriously. 

 

  




