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1. Vocabulary, grammar and reading comprehension (50 Minutes) 

In the first part of your exam you will be asked to answer a series of multiple-choice questions on 

vocabulary, grammar and reading comprehension. The level of difficulty roughly corresponds to Eiken 

Pre-1. 

 

Remember! 
! Pace yourself. Don’t spend too long on one question. 

! Leave at least 5 minutes at the end to review your answers. 

! For the reading passages you are not expected to understand everything. Skim the passage, read 

the questions and then read the passage in more detail. 

! Answer all the questions. You will not be penalized for incorrect answers. Try to think logically for 

questions you are unsure about. 

 

2. Essay (40 minutes) 

There will be a short break followed by the essay paper. Here you will be required to respond to either an 

expository or persuasive writing prompt. 

 

In expository writing, you give information about something. You can explain a subject, give directions or 

show how to do something. Examples include: 

 

! Write an essay to explain why honesty is important in a friendship. 

! In an essay, explain how disappointments can have a good side. 

 

Persuasive writing is used to give your opinion (or strong feeling) about a subject. You also try to convince 

readers that your opinion is worthy of their consideration. Examples include: 

 

! Smoking should be banned in public places in Japan. 

! Girls and boys often enjoy playing the same sport. Some people believe that girls and boys should be 

able to play on the same team. What is your opinion on this issue? Write an essay stating your 

opinion and supporting it with convincing reasons. 



 

Mark scheme 
The attached “Essay Mark Scheme” shows you the criteria we use when marking your essay. Please 

refer to it during your preparation. 

 

Remember! 
! Spend 10 minutes planning your essay. 

! Write a five paragraph essay, including introduction, body paragraphs and conclusion. 

! Each paragraph should include a topic sentence (what the paragraph is about), body sentences and 

a closing sentence. 

! Refer to the “Essay Mark Scheme” when practicing essays at home. 

! Spend 10 minutes at the end editing and revising your work.  

 

3. Interview (15 minutes) 

The interview gives us a chance to learn something about your personality and to get a better 

understanding of your spoken English ability. 

 

Examples of interview questions 
Why did you apply for our course? 

What subject do you enjoy most? The least? Why? 

How would your teachers describe you? 

What are your hobbies? 

Describe your greatest accomplishment. 

Are you motivated? Explain with examples. 

What do you do in your spare time? 

What are your future goals? How can this course help you achieve them? 

Tell me about a book a book you have read that made an impression on you. 

 

Remember! 
! Relax and be yourself – we know you are nervous. 

! Be cheerful and polite, and don’t forget to smile. 

! Be attentive at all times. 

! Be prepared to ask the interviewer a question. 

! Make your points clearly and be as concise as possible. 

! Be original. 

! Make eye contact with the interviewer. 


