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Part 1: Reading 
Read the following extract from the short story The Most Dangerous Game by Richard 

Connell. For questions 1-10, choose the most appropriate answer (A-D) according to the 

text. Questions are worth one mark each. 

 

Write answers to each question IN CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet. 
 

 

The Most Dangerous Game (Extract) 
By Richard Connell 

 

An apprehensive night crawled slowly by like a wounded snake and sleep did not visit Rainsford, 

although the silence of a dead world was on the jungle. Toward morning when a dingy gray was 

varnishing the sky, the cry of some startled bird focused Rainsford's attention in that direction. 

Something was coming through the bush, coming slowly, carefully, coming by the same winding 

way Rainsford had come. He flattened himself down on the limb and, through a screen of leaves 

almost as thick as tapestry, he watched. . . . That which was approaching was a man.  

It was General Zaroff. He made his way along with his eyes fixed in utmost concentration on the 

ground before him. He paused, almost beneath the tree, dropped to his knees and studied the 

ground. Rainsford's impulse was to hurl himself down like a panther, but he saw that the general's 

right hand held something metallic--a small automatic pistol.  

The hunter shook his head several times, as if he were puzzled. Then he straightened up and took 

from his case one of his black cigarettes; its pungent incense like smoke floated up to Rainsford's 

nostrils. Rainsford held his breath. The general's eyes had left the ground and were traveling inch 

by inch up the tree.  

Rainsford froze there, every muscle tensed for a spring. But the sharp eyes of the hunter stopped 

before they reached the limb where Rainsford lay; a smile spread over his brown face. Very 

deliberately he blew a smoke ring into the air; then he turned his back on the tree and walked 

carelessly away, back along the trail he had come. The swish of the underbrush against his hunting 

boots grew fainter and fainter.  

The pent-up air burst hotly from Rainsford's lungs. His first thought made him feel sick and numb. 

The general could follow a trail through the woods at night; he could follow an extremely difficult 

trail; he must have uncanny powers; only by the merest chance had the general failed to see his 

quarry.  

Rainsford's second thought was even more terrible. It sent a shudder of cold horror through his 

whole being. Why had the general smiled? Why had he turned back?  

Rainsford did not want to believe what his reason told him was true, but the truth was as evident 

as the sun that had by now pushed through the morning mists. The general was playing with him! 

The general was saving him for another day's sport! The general was the cat; he was the mouse. 

Then it was that Rainsford knew the full meaning of terror.  

"I will not lose my nerve. I will not."  

[…]At daybreak Rainsford, lying near the swamp, was awakened by a sound that made him know 

that he had new things to learn about fear. It was a distant sound, faint and wavering, but he knew 

it. It was the baying of a pack of hounds.  

Rainsford knew he could do one of two things. He could stay where he was and wait. That was 

suicide. He could flee. That was postponing the inevitable. For a moment he stood there, thinking. 

An idea that held a wild chance came to him, and, tightening his belt, he headed away from the 

swamp.  
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The baying of the hounds drew nearer, then still nearer, nearer, ever nearer. On a ridge Rainsford 

climbed a tree. Down a watercourse, not a quarter of a mile away, he could see the bush moving. 

Straining his eyes, he saw the lean figure of General Zaroff; just ahead of him Rainsford made out 

another figure whose wide shoulders surged through the tall jungle weeds; it was the giant Ivan, 

and he seemed pulled forward by some unseen force; Rainsford knew that Ivan must be holding 

the pack in leash.  

They would be on him any minute now. His mind worked frantically. He thought of a native trick 

he had learned in Uganda. He slid down the tree. He caught hold of a springy young sapling and 

to it he fastened his hunting knife, with the blade pointing down the trail; with a bit of wild 

grapevine he tied back the sapling. Then he ran for his life. The hounds raised their voices as they 

hit the fresh scent. Rainsford knew now how an animal at bay feels.  

He had to stop to get his breath. The baying of the hounds stopped abruptly, and Rainsford's heart 

stopped too. They must have reached the knife.  

He shinned excitedly up a tree and looked back. His pursuers had stopped. But the hope that was 

in Rainsford's brain when he climbed died, for he saw in the shallow valley that General Zaroff 

was still on his feet. But Ivan was not. The knife, driven by the recoil of the springing tree, had 

not wholly failed.  

Rainsford had hardly tumbled to the ground when the pack took up the cry again.  

"Nerve, nerve, nerve!" he panted, as he dashed along. A blue gap showed between the trees dead 

ahead. Ever nearer drew the hounds. Rainsford forced himself on toward that gap. He reached it. 

It was the shore of the sea. Across a cove he could see the gloomy gray stone of the chateau. 

Twenty feet below him the sea rumbled and hissed. Rainsford hesitated. He heard the hounds. 

Then he leaped far out into the sea. . . .  

When the general and his pack reached the place by the sea, he stopped. For some minutes he 

stood regarding the blue-green expanse of water. He shrugged his shoulders. Then he sat down, 

took a drink of brandy from a silver flask, lit a cigarette, and hummed a bit from Madame Butterfly.  

General Zaroff had an exceedingly good dinner in his great paneled dining hall that evening. With 

it he had a bottle of Pol Roger and half a bottle of Chambertin. Two slight annoyances kept him 

from perfect enjoyment. One was the thought that it would be difficult to replace Ivan; the other 

was that his quarry had escaped him; of course, the American hadn't played the game--so thought 

the general as he tasted his after dinner liqueur. […]He was deliciously tired, he said to himself, 

as he locked himself in his bedroom. There was a little moonlight, so, before turning on his light, 

he went to the window and looked down at the courtyard. He could see the great hounds, and he 

called, "Better luck another time," to them. Then he switched on the light.  

A man, who had been hiding in the curtains of the bed, was standing there.  

"Rainsford!" screamed the general. "How in God's name did you get here?"  

"Swam," said Rainsford. "I found it quicker than walking through the jungle."  

The general sucked in his breath and smiled. "I congratulate you," he said. "You have won the 

game."  

Rainsford did not smile. "I am still a beast at bay," he said, in a low, hoarse voice. "Get ready, 

General Zaroff."  

The general made one of his deepest bows. "I see," he said. "Splendid! One of us is to furnish a 

repast for the hounds. The other will sleep in this very excellent bed. On guard, Rainsford."  

He had never slept in a better bed, Rainsford decided.  
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1. What is approaching Rainsford in paragraph one? 

A. A tiger 

B. A man 

C. A bird 

D. A storm 

 

2. When Rainsford sees General Zaroff in paragraphs two and three, he 

A. waits and hides. 

B. jumps out and attacks. 

C. kneels down to check for tracks. 

D. smokes a cigarette. 

 

3. Why does General Zaroff smile in paragraph four? 

A. He is happy to be in the forest. 

B. He is enjoying his cigarette. 

C. He knows where Rainsford is and is enjoying the hunt. 

D. He is enjoying playing a game with his friend Rainsford. 

 

4. What does the word “inevitable” mean in paragraph ten? 

A. Avoidable 

B. Steady 

C. Unstoppable 

D. Avertible 

 

5. How does Rainsford’s trap fail in paragraph fourteen? 

A. It breaks the tree branch. 

B. It kills a dog. 

C. It kills Ivan. 

D. It kills General Zaroff. 

 

6. Which quote shows Rainsford’s persevering nature? 

A. “Rainsford's impulse was to hurl himself down like a panther”   (2) 

B. “An idea that held a wild chance came to him, and tightening his belt, he headed 

away from the swamp.”   (10) 

C. “Rainsford knew now how an animal at bay feels.”   (12) 

D. “"Nerve, nerve, nerve!" he panted, as he dashed along.”   (16) 
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7. How does Rainsford escape General Zaroff on the cliffside? 

A. He kills himself. 

B. He jumps into the ocean. 

C. He hides in the curtains. 

D. He throws General Zaroff into the ocean. 
 

 

8. How does General Zaroff react when he cannot find Rainsford? 

A. He is furious. 

B. He is mournful. 

C. He is confused. 

D. He is casually disappointed. 

 

9. What two things annoy General Zaroff in paragraph 18? 

A. His dinner was unpleasant and he has to replace Ivan. 

B. He has to replace Ivan and his dogs are unfed. 

C. Rainsford escaped him and his dogs are unhappy. 

D. He has to replace Ivan and Rainsford escaped him. 

 

10. What would be an appropriate title for this extract? 

A. Shipwrecked on an Island 

B. A Hunter’s Revenge 

C. The Dangers of Forest Exploration 

D. A Hunter’s Ironic Demise 
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Please continue to Part 2: Language on the next page. 



Part 2: Language 
For questions 11-20, 10 words have been removed from the text. For each gap, choose 

the most appropriate word (A-T) from the WORD BANK below. Each word can only be 

used once (10 words won’t be used). Questions are worth one mark each. 
 

WORD BANK 

A. dawn 

B. time 

C. burning 

D. gentle 

 

E. dark 

F. glint 

G. overgrown  

H. womanly  

 

I. fingers 

J. disappearance  

K. eyes 

L. stillness 

 

M. sound 

N. lantern 

O. withhold 

P. coal 

 

Q. cut 

R. crawling   

S. stood  

T. hauling 

 

 

Write answers to each question IN CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet. 

 

 

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (Extract) 
By Arthur Conan Doyle 

 

What a time it seemed! From comparing notes afterwards it was but an hour and a quarter, 

yet it appeared to me that the night must have almost gone and the __11__ be breaking above us. 

My limbs were weary and stiff, for I feared to change my position; yet my nerves were worked 

up to the highest pitch of tension, and my hearing was so acute that I could not only hear the 

__12__ breathing of my companions, but I could distinguish the deeper, heavier in-breath of the 

bulky Jones from the thin, sighing note of the bank director. From my position I could look over 

the case in the direction of the floor. Suddenly my eyes caught the __13__ of a light. 

At first it was but a lurid spark upon the stone pavement. Then it lengthened out until it 

became a yellow line, and then, without any warning or sound, a gash seemed to open and a hand 

appeared, a white, almost __14__ hand, which felt about in the centre of the little area of light. 

For a minute or more the hand, with its writhing __15__, protruded out of the floor. Then it was 

withdrawn as suddenly as it appeared, and all was dark again save the single lurid spark which 

marked a chink between the stones. 

Its __16__, however, was but momentary. With a rending, tearing __17__, one of the broad, 

white stones turned over upon its side and left a square, gaping hole, through which streamed the 

light of a __18__. Over the edge there peeped a clean-cut, boyish face, which looked keenly about 

it, and then, with a hand on either side of the aperture, drew itself shoulder-high and waist-high, 

until one knee rested upon the edge. In another instant he __19__ at the side of the hole and was 

__20__ after him a companion, lithe and small like himself, with a pale face and a shock of very 

red hair. 

  



 
For questions 21-25, read the sentences below and check for any spelling errors. If there 
is an error, write the CORRECT SPELLING of the word. If there are no spelling errors, 
write the word “CORRECT”. Each question is worth one mark. 

 
Write answers to each question IN CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet. 

 

 

21. The typhoon caused disasterous flooding in some areas.  

22. I only became conshous later that the things I said to my sister during our argument had 

made her sad. 

23. Wild monkeys are becoming a real nusance around here. 

24. Local people signed a petition asking the goverment to stop the new airport being built 

near their homes. 

25. A bolt of lightning lit up the sky as I made my way hurriedly back from the station one 

stormy night. 
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For questions 26-30, choose the most appropriate answer (A-D) according to the 
question. Each question is worth one mark. 

 
Write answers to each question IN CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet. 

 

26. Which sentence is correct? 

A. You will need three things for your magic potion, a snake’s fangs, a rat’s tail and a 

bat’s wings. 

B. You will need three things for your magic potion: a snake’s fangs, a rat’s tail and a 

bat’s wings. 

C. You will need three things for your magic potion; a snake’s fangs, a rat’s tail and a 

bat’s wings. 

D. You will need three things for your magic potion: a snakes fangs, a rats tail and a 

bats wings. 

 

27. Which sentence is correct? 

A. The three dog trainers chihuahuas’ and poodles’ won prizes at the show. 

B. The three dog trainer’s chihuahua’s and poodle's won prizes at the show. 

C. The three dog trainers’ chihuahuas and poodles won prizes at the show. 

D. The three dog trainers’ chihuahua’s and poodle’s won prizes at the show. 

 

28. Choose the correct word to complete the sentence. 

If Martin …………… a little taller, he would have been able to ride the roller coaster. 

A. be 

B. is 

C. was 

D. were 

 

29. Which sentence is correct? 

A. Despite his cold, Peter was able to take part in the soccer tournament. 

B. Japan is a wonderful country to visit there’s just so much to see and do here. 

C. I love winter it’s my favourite time of year. 

D. I really like your brownies, you’ll have to teach me the recipe. 

 

30. Choose the correct word to complete the sentence. 

A large group of people …………… already waiting for the store to open when I got there. 

A. was 

B. were 

C. is 

D. are 

  



 
For questions 31 - 40, complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to 
the first sentence.  
You must use the word given and use between TWO AND FIVE WORDS when writing 
your answer.  
There is an example given below. Questions are worth one mark each. 
 

Write only the missing words IN CAPITAL LETTERS on the answer sheet. 

 

Example: 

O. It’s a good idea to have health insurance before you vacation overseas. 

GET 

You ……………….. before you vacation overseas. 

 

The gap can be filled with “should get health insurance”, so you write: 

 

O.  SHOULD GET HEALTH INSURANCE 

 

 

31. Susan ate the last piece of pumpkin pie. 

WAS 

The last piece of pumpkin pie ……………….. Susan.  

 

32. I had to hand in the report by Thursday. 

NECESSARY 

I knew ……………….. hand in the report by Thursday. 

 

33. Owen is similar to his father in his ability to play rugby well. 

AFTER 

Owen ……………….. his father in his ability to play rugby well. 

 

34. Even though we arrived late to the music recital, we still had a great time. 

IN SPITE 

……………….. late to the music recital, we still had a great time. 

 

35. Why didn’t you let me know you couldn’t come to see me after 6th period? 

SHOULD 

You ……………….. me know you couldn’t come to see me after 6th period. 
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36. There’s absolutely no point emailing him as he’ll never get back to you. 

WASTE 

It’s ……………….. emailing him as he’ll never get back to you. 

 

37. I haven’t decided yet if I want to go on the Cambridge trip this year. 

MIND 

I haven’t ……………….. yet if I want to go on the Cambridge trip this year. 

 

38. You made me think I could park here for free. 

IMPRESSION 

You ……………….. I could park here for free. 

 

39. I wasn’t shocked when I failed my test because I hadn’t studied for it. 

CAME 

It ……………….. surprise when I failed my test because I hadn’t studied for it. 

 

40. We had to abandon the football game because of the snowstorm. 

CHOICE 

We ……………….. to abandon the rugby match because of the snowstorm. 

  



  

(This page has intentionally been left blank.) 

 

Please continue to Part 3: Logic on the next page. 

Go on to the next page → 



Part 3: Logic      
For questions 41 – 50, read the logic puzzle and complete the table. Questions are 

worth one mark each. 

 

Complete the table on the separate answer sheet.  
 

Puzzle: Save the Olympic Mascots! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s Alex’s very first day working in the Department of Mascot Creation for the International 

Olympic Committee. His first task is to send off the designs for 3 new mascots so they can be 

made in time for an upcoming promotional event.  

 

There is a folder for each mascot on his desk labelled Bouncing Bruce, Fighting Fred, and Racing 

Rhonda. Alex realizes this must be the material left behind by the person whose job he now has. 

Hopefully the new mascots designs are already finished and ready to send… 

 

Nervously, Alex opens the first folder – it’s empty! 

 

He opens the second folder – also empty! 

 

Starting to sweat, Alex opens the final folder. Inside is a single piece of paper with handwriting 

that is mostly impossible to read. In fact, only four sentences are clear enough to understand. 

Disaster! — or maybe not… 

 

Help Alex fix the details on time by reading the four sentences below and using logical reasoning 

to identify the animal, jersey color, and height for each of the three mascots. The future of the 

Olympics depends on you!  

 

 
 

1. The T-rex is not the shortest mascot and does not have a green jersey. 

 

2. Bouncing Bruce wears a red jersey and is shorter than the wombat. 

 

3. The fish is not named Racing Rhonda. 

 

4. The tallest mascot is named Fighting Fred but does not wear a blue jersey and 

isn’t a fish. 

  



 

Use this space for solving the problem. 

On the answer sheet, draw a circle in the boxes to show the correct answers - Maximum 

one circle per row. 

 

 

Mascot’s Name 
Bouncing 

Bruce 

Fighting  

Fred 

Racing  

Rhonda 

Animal 

41. T-Rex 

 

 

  

42. Fish 

 

 

  

43. Wombat 

 

 

  

Jersey 

44. Blue 

 

 

  

45. Green 

 

 

  

46. red 

 

 

  

Height 

47. 170cm 

 

 

  

48. 190cm 

 

 

  

49. 210cm 

 

 

  

 

50.  BONUS: Your boss wants you to tell his son about the new T-Rex mascot.  
 

Which folder do you need, Bouncing Bruce, Fighting Fred, or Racing Rhonda?  

 

____50____ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THIS IS THE END OF THE TEST 



 

 


