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Information for candidates
Time allowed

■  40 minutes
Instructions

■  Use a pencil.
■  Fill in the box at the top of this page.
■  Read the instructions carefully.
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Read the introduction, and then plan and write an essay in response to the question 
below. Use the essay as a chance to show how clearly and effectively you can express 
and develop ideas. Present your thoughts logically and precisely. Include evidence 
or examples to support your point of view. A plain and natural writing style is 
recommended. The number of words is up to you, but quantity is less important 
than quality.
 Use the assigned page for planning, and the lined pages for your essay. Write 
neatly, because handwriting that’s hard or impossible to read will decrease your 
score.
 If you finish in less than 40 minutes, check your work.

Essay Question:
The Post Office is commissioning a new stamp collection to recognise noteworthy 
individuals from history. As part of the process, the Post Office has invited members 
of the public to take part in an essay contest to present their choice for inclusion in 
the collection. Who would you choose? 

Pick ONE person to recommend to the Post Office, and write a persuasive essay to 
defend your choice.
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* Do all rough work and essay planning on this page.
* Work written on this page will not affect your final grade.
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