
CHALLENGE!	  
	  

 

Imagine you are members of a town council, 

working at the local city hall. Your job is to make 

decisions about the services and facilities that 

people in your town use every day. 

 

Your council has a budget of $100,000. The 

government has asked you, the town council, to 

recommend the best way for this money to be used. 

 

Four different ideas have been suggested. You may 

choose to recommend one, or more than one, but 

you may not spend more than $100,000, and you 

can only choose from the ideas that have 

already been suggested. 

 

 

~ How you choose is completely up to you ~ 



Idea A:  

 

Clean up and refurbish local parks 

 

 

There are lots of parks in your town, but many of 

them are in poor condition. The equipment in these 

parks is old and rusty, and they look untidy too. At 

the moment, very few people use the parks. 

 

You could use the money to clean up and refurbish 

the parks in your town. You could build new play 

equipment for children, add more flower-beds and 

trees, and place more garbage cans for dog-owners. 

The parks would then be more attractive for 

everyone. 

 

 

Cost: $80,000 



Idea B: 

 

Turn an empty building into a homeless shelter 

 

In recent years, there has been an increase in the 

number of homeless people in your town. Life is 

tough for these people, and many sleep rough in 

shop doorways and under tunnels. They also find it 

difficult to find food, especially healthy food.  

 

There is a building in the center of town that is 

empty. You could use some of the money to turn it 

into a homeless shelter for 30 people. It would have 

bunk beds, blankets, and shower facilities. It would 

also serve simple, healthy food to the homeless 

three times per day.  

 

Cost: $ 70,000 

 



Idea C: 

 

Traffic lights on dangerous roads 

 

Some residents in your town have complained that 

there are too many traffic accidents. Many of these 

accidents have happened on just one street, and this 

street has become known as a ‘danger spot.’ 

 

You could use some of the money to install new 

traffic lights and signs that tell drivers to slow 

down. This would help to reduce the number of 

accidents that happen at this ‘danger spot.’ 

 

Cost: $ 30,000 

 

 

 

 



Idea D: 

 

New computers for the town library 

 

Your town has a big public library. There are lots 

of books available, but there are only three PCs, 

and so many people who want to use the computers 

have to queue.  This includes many elderly people 

who do not have computers at home, and rely on 

the library to stay in touch with their families. 

 

You could use some of the money to buy 10 new 

computers for the library. This would mean that 

there are enough computers for everyone to be able 

to use one when they need to. 

 

Cost: $ 20,000 

 

 


