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Information for candidates 
 The exam is 50 minutes long. 

 The exam is in three parts. These are: 

1. Reading (31 marks) 

2. Language (10 marks) 

3. Logic (9 marks) 

 The maximum score is 50. 

 Fill in the box at the top of this page and at the top of the answer sheet. 

 Mark your answers in pencil on the separate answer sheet. 



PART 1 – Reading 

You are going to read an extract from a novel. For questions 1 – 8, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which 

you think fits best according to the text. (2 marks each) 

 

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet. 

 

Maria had lived all her life in a small town 

which was divided in two. Half of it was in the 

foothills of the mountains and the other was 

balanced on the rocks beside the harbour where the 

fishing boats were moored. A steep road twisted 

and turned from one half of the town to the other. A 

few bushes grew on the rocks, and well above the 

high tide mark, Maria’s father had put a light to guide 

home the local fishermen who risked their lives at 

sea while struggling to support their families. 

 

Her family’s little cottage was typical of the 

area. It was built of stone and years ago the paint on 

the outside had been the colour of peaches, but the 

sun was intense and the lash of the salt in the wind 

had quickly peeled it from the walls. Every room was 

small but the narrowest part of all was the kitchen 

where in fact, the wall had been carved into the rock, 

making it feel strangely like a cellar. Despite this it 

was warm and welcoming.  

 

What Maria adored about her mother, Anna, 

was the way she approached her daily chores. 

When she had to clean and polish the house, she 

did it with a song or at least a hum. Even when she 

was making coffee she was playing, heaping the 

grounds into an impossibly tall pyramid, higher and 

higher until sometimes they collapsed all over the 

kitchen table and she had to wipe them all up again. 

 

Maria breathed in the scent of freshly made 

coffee now as she climbed the crooked steps from 

her room at the top of the house. 

 

‘Mum, what time is it?’ she called out. 

 

‘Ah Maria, you’re awake at last.’ She heard a 

laugh through her mother’s voice. ‘The smell of 

coffee must have woken you – I hoped it would.’ 

 

Maria smiled and reached for her cup. ‘Oh 

that’s strong! I’ll miss your coffee when I go.’ 

 

‘And I’ll miss you – much more than you’ll miss 

my coffee,’ her mother replied. ‘Why couldn’t you 

have picked a nice boy from this side of town to 

marry, eh?’ Maria didn’t smile then, for she knew her 

mother was only half joking. 

 

When Maria married Marco, she would go up 

in the world quite literally. She would leave the 

fisherman’s little cottage and head up the steep hill 

to begin her new life as the wife of a wealthy 

doctor’s son. Although Maria would often be on her 

own in the house while her husband was away on 

business, she was looking forward to being married. 

This feeling of excitement didn’t stop her worrying 

about her mother, however. 



 

‘But we’ll see each other when you come up 

the hill to the market.’ 

 

‘I suppose we might,’ her mother answered 

and then she frowned, ‘though not every day. I can’t 

promise you that.’ 

 

Maria knew how much her mother hated 

climbing the hill and as a result she had become 

rounder than the other women in the village. She 

would do almost anything to avoid the effort of the 

long walk: pretend she had an ache in her leg or 

make the contents of her food cupboard stretch a 

little further. 

 

But the cleverest of all was Anna’s ability to 

guess when one of the fisherman’s wives from the 

village was on the brink of slipping her basket over 

her arm and setting off on the slow walk up the hill. 

Often, seconds before the woman left, Anna would 

press a few coins and a shopping list into her hand 

saying, ‘Just a couple of things. You don’t mind do 

you?’ 

 

Anna was tall with a low voice and a natural air 

of authority and few of the wives dared refuse her. 

So they would walk up the hill and carry a heavier 

basket down again while Anna went home pleased 

with herself. 

 

1. What impression do you get of Maria’s hometown in the first paragraph? 

A) It was difficult to make a living there. 

B) One part of the town was more desirable to live in. 

C) Most of the inhabitants had lived there for a long time. 

D) It was easier to reach by boat than by road. 

 

2. What was unusual about the kitchen in the cottage? 

A) the amazing collection of things inside 

B) the way it had been built 

C) the lack of space 

D) the cosy and friendly atmosphere 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. What does Maria especially love about her mother? 

A) She found pleasure in household tasks. 

B) She shared her daughter’s sense of humour. 

C) She was very good at looking after her daughter. 

D) She often sang songs around the house. 

 

4. Anna made the coffee for her daughter because 

A) she knew that Maria would be grateful to her. 

B) she wanted to talk to Maria about her future. 

C) she didn’t want to have to walk up to Maria’s room. 

D) she thought that it was time for Maria to get up. 

 

5. Why doesn’t Maria smile when her mother mentions her marriage? 

A) She realises she might be making a mistake. 

B) She knows her mother is disappointed with her choice. 

C) She wishes she could explain her reasons. 

D) She thinks her mother’s joke is not very funny. 

 

6. Anna avoided walking to the market because she 

A) was embarrassed about being unfit. 

B) found the journey too demanding. 

C) had a particular health problem. 

D) could never get what she wanted there. 

 

7. ‘On the brink of’ means 

A) about to do something 

B) refusing to do something 

C) persuading to do something 

D) unsure about something 

 

8. Why did the fisherman’s wives usually agree to do Anna’s shopping for her? 

A) She was always polite when she asked them. 

B) They didn’t need much shopping for themselves. 

C) They were afraid to turn down her request. 

D) She always paid them extra to help her. 
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You are going to read an article in which four students talk about their teachers. For questions 9-23, choose 

from the students (A-D). The students may be chosen more than once. (1 mark each) 

 

Mark your answer on the separate answer sheet. 

 

Which student says their teacher 

 

is not praised enough for his work?  (9) …….. 

does not rely on common teaching methods?  (10) …….. 

is criticised for over-simple teaching methods?  (11) …….. 

encourages students to work out the answers for themselves? (12) …….. 

doesn’t exaggerate the praise he gives?  (13) …….. 

accepts students trying to be amusing in class?                                (14) …….. 

keeps his temper with badly behaved students?  (15) …….. 

provides students with rewarding challenges?  (16) …….. 

is very modest about his qualities?  (17) …….. 

doesn’t mind explaining things more than once?  (18) …….. 

has a talent which is hard to describe?   (19) …….. 

is known for being very strict in lessons?  (20) …….. 

gives the impression that nothing is impossible for him?  (21) …….. 

treats all his students equally?   (22) …….. 

has had his skills formally recognised?  (23) …….. 

 

A – Natalie 

Mr. Singh’s famous for his dislike of formality and his brilliant quick-fire jokes. He even puts up with our silly 

jokes and offers good ones in return most of the time. I’ve never been able to put into words exactly what 

makes him so good, but it is something like a combination of a love of teaching, a love of his subject and the 

feeling he can cope with anything that comes his way. I love the way he speaks plainly; if something is rubbish, 

he’ll tell you it’s rubbish. He never uses superlatives so ‘quite good’ from him really means something. More 

than all that, though, are the episodes from his life that he shares with us that have nothing to do with the 

lesson. 

 

 

 



B – Oliver 

Mr. Wardle believes in what he teaches and it’s easy to see that. Every lesson he’ll discuss things with us, get 

us thinking for ourselves, rather than just giving us the solutions to the problems. Because of this, he’s 

definitely not your regular kind of teacher who you normally meet in school these days. He gets to school early 

so you can go through work you’re not sure of with him, and he’s still there and hasn’t kicked you out when it’s 

time for the school to be locked up. He talks to me about films even though he isn’t a film fan, and goes out of 

his way with a project when I’m worried about not finishing it and he probably has other stuff to be doing. And 

he’s a really great laugh with a never-ending supply of jokes. He never gets angry even when students mess 

about and try to test his patience and he has time to cheer up any students who are worried. 

 

C – Nathan 

It’s rare to find a teacher who doesn’t have any favourites and doesn’t categorise you, and who also makes 

everyone believe they’re as important as everyone else. Mr. Thompson certainly ticks this box. When most 

teachers get irritated if you don’t understand something, he’s always willing to go over it again until you do. He 

doesn’t just give up on those who seem like ‘lost causes’; there’s no such thing as a student who doesn’t have 

the potential to do well. Some people say it’s a bit insulting for students of our age to use toy bricks to 

represent glucose molecules or repeat information he has written on the board. But it works; it sticks in your 

head. Most of all he’s totally unaware of how good he is and what we think of him. He doesn’t get the 

recognition he deserves but he keeps at it! 

 

D – Dominique 

At first, I’d never have said Mr. Aziz was my favourite teacher. Quite the opposite, in fact. It’s only at the end of 

my year with him that I’ve had the chance to reflect on his impact on me. He’s famous for not putting up with 

any bad behaviour, so pupils are scared when it’s decided they are in his class. This isn’t him, though. It’s just 

his teaching style, which, after a few months, rubs off and you can see the person beneath. It’s his Friday 

morning mental arithmetic quizzes which he’s best known for. We’re all desperate to get good marks to 

impress him, and he believes in setting up teams for maths games in class so you really want your side to win. 

Looking back now over the last year, I think he’s probably the only teacher I’ve known who’s made me and my 

classmates actually put pressure on ourselves, which has prepared us well for the future. I’d like to add that 

he won a teacher of the year award in my region a few years ago, when he was chosen from over one 

hundred entrants. 
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PART 2 - Language 

For questions 24 – 27, read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to 

form a word that fits in the gap in the same line. There is an example at the beginning (0). (1 mark each) 

 

Write your answers IN CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet. 

 

Example:  0 SCIENTIFIC                

 

A Love of the Stars 

Astronomy is the (0) …….. study of the universe and objects SCIENCE 

in space, such as planets and stars. Larry Hazel has been a 

(24) …….. astronomer since he was ten, when his father bought PASSION 

him the telescope that became his inspiration. ‘It just fired my  

curiosity instantly,’ he says.    

 

Fifty years later, his enthusiasm remains. It has to. A great deal of time, 

money and knowledge and technical skills are required for such a hobby. 

Larry is (25) …….. in the astronomy community as he is almost USUAL 

exclusively self-taught, having learned about the stars through reading 

articles and books rather that going to university. Contrary to popular belief, 

astronomers no longer spend endless hours looking through telescopes. 

Instead, they spend the (26) …….. of their time at a computer, using digital MAJOR 

technology to enhance images caught in the telescope’s field of vision.  

 

Larry says you can’t be impatient when it comes to photographing a star 

a million light-years away. A light-year is the distance that light travels 

in one year, and he sometimes spends hours waiting for a specific shot 

only to be unsuccessful due to a cloudy sky or the (27) …….. of key equipment. FAIL 

 

 

 

 

 



 

For questions 28 – 33, complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence. 

Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words. Here is an example (0). (1 mark 

each) 

 

Example: 

0 School prizes are given out at the end of each year. 

PLACE 

School prize-giving ………………………….. at the end of each year. 

The gap can be filled by the words ‘takes place’, so you write: 

 

Example:  0  TAKES PLACE              

 

Write only the missing words IN CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet. 

 

28.  The stories Ben told were always so interesting that we all looked forward to hearing them. 

     USED 

     Ben always ……………………………. stories that we all looked forward to hearing them. 

29.  Elisa is the luckiest person I’ve met. 

     ANYONE 

     I’ve ……………………………. as Elisa. 

30.  I hadn’t expected the film to be nearly so long!  

     MUCH 

     The film ……………………………. I had expected! 

31.  Why didn’t you tell me everyone was going to Peter’s house last night? 

     SHOULD 

     You ……………………………. me everyone was going to Peter’s house last night. 

32.  That was the most exciting game of football I’d ever seen. 

     SUCH 

     I’d ……………………………. game of football. 

33.  My dad is deciding whether to buy a new car or not. 

     MADE 

     My dad ……………………………. mind yet about whether to buy a new car. 

 

 



Page | 6 

 

PART 3 - Logic 

Cuckoo Clocks 

 

Three members of the Tokyo Horology Society have just returned from a holiday 

in Switzerland, where each of them purchased a handmade cuckoo clock. 

 

Can you work out where each person bought their clock, the name of the 

clockmaker, and how much each clock cost ($100, $120 or $150?) using the four 

hints below? 

 

1. Gloria Greene didn’t buy the cheapest clock, and it wasn’t the clock manufactured by Franz Geisser. 

2. The clock that was bought in Geneva was manufactured by Hans Bruckner, and it was cheaper than 

the one bought by Wilbur Watson. 

3. Trudie Tipler didn’t buy her cuckoo clock in Zurich. 

4. The most expensive clock was purchased in Zermatt, but it wasn’t the one manufactured by Herman 

Finkel. 

 

There are a total of 9 marks, one for each correct answer. Write the answer in CAPITAL LETTERS on the 

separate answer sheet.  

 

Name Place Clockmaker Cost 

34.  

 

 

35.  36. $100 

 

37. 

 

 

38. 39. $120 

40. 

 

 

41. 42. $150 

 

 


